[bookmark: _p6tmvw2hfwht]Food Systems and Staple Crops
Name ______________________________________
[bookmark: _voma9oefa84o]Part 1: Meaningful Meals
1. Close your eyes and think of an important dish in your life, perhaps connected to your family or your culture. Imagine the dish: How does it taste, smell, look?  What is the name of this dish?

2. In the table below, describe the ingredients. Think about the organisms that some of the ingredients come from. What type of plant? What part of the plant (fruit, seed, leaf, root, stem…)? Is it from an animal, or fungus, or alga…? Where in the world was this ingredient first used by humans? How is it produced today? Write down as much as you can about the ingredients. Feel free to include non-English language names, if applicable.
	Key Ingredient
	Organism
	Origin in the World
	Production

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	

	


	
	
	




3. Form a group with some of your neighbors. Give each 	member time to share about their dish. 				
4. After sharing and discussing with your group, we will do a free-write (5 mins).: 
· How does hearing other people’s stories about their culturally important foods impact the way you feel about these things in your own life? 
· How are other stories similar to your own? Different? 
· Think about the interconnections between us, without erasing the differences. Does listening to these stories bring up additional memories? 
· Does it lead you to think about food in new ways? 













[bookmark: _emqv9gumtg2y]Part 2: Origins of Crops
1. Choose 2 crops from the visual on the ORIGINS AND PRIMARY REGIONS OF DIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL CROPS.
2. For each, list: 
a. the origin (continent/region) of the crop
b. how these crop origins have influenced the cuisines of different cultures
c. to what extent have crops moved beyond their origin locations
d. how crops that have been transported to new regions changed cuisines

1.
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[bookmark: _m9yv069cotrr]Part 3: Staple Crops
1. What are the characteristics of staple crops?


2. Your group will be assigned one staple crop to investigate. Working together, and using the provided info cards as well as any other knowledge or resources (e.g., internet), compile information on these aspects of your staple crop

· Your Staple Crop to Investigate:__________________________

· Native Range: Where did the plant evolve/where was it first domesticated into a crop?

· Production: where is it grown today?

· Cultivation: How is it grown? Do we have to alter the places where it is grown today? In what ways? 



· Ecological interactions (with wildlife, other species, etc.)




· Other interesting facts:



[bookmark: _3w97jzszbirj]Part 4: Jigsaw
Now that you have become an expert on your staple crop, you will form a new group with new classmates. You will share what you learned and listen to what the other experts have learned. As you listen, take notes on the other crops.

	
	Corn
	Wheat
	Potatoes
	Rice
	Acorns

	Native Range
	


	
	
	
	

	Production
	




	
	
	
	

	Cultivation
	














	
	
	
	

	Ecological interactions 
	











	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _96m13nvblwo3]Part 4: Synthesis
After hearing from the other experts, compare patterns, trends, similarities, and differences in the staple crops discussed. As a group, come up with 3 interesting patterns you noticed when discussing staple crops.  Write them below.
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